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THE HEADLINES

The Inquirer’s excellent political coverage is powered by JONATHAN TAMARI, JULIA TERRUSO, and ANDREW
SEIDMAN. If you are interested in Pennsylvania politics, we highly recommend their newsletters at www.philly.com
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2022 US SENATOR: Democratic nominee John Fetterman will takeon Republican nominee Mehmet Oz, MD. Pennsylvania’s 2022 Senate
race will likely end up being the most expensive in US history.

REPUBLICAN: Mehmet Oz ekes out narrow win
First-time candidate Mehmet Oz, MD, narrowly won his party’s nomination to run for
Senate with XX%, beating back a last-minute surge by Kathy Barnette, a Fox News
commentator. The Republican primary was marked by:
●

Record-spending -- with Oz and David McCormick spending more than $50
Million, more than any other Senate primary in US history. (Oz and McCormick
are two of the wealthiest candidates to ever run.)

●

Dr. Oz’s win shows the enduring power of Donald Trump’s endorsement with
Oz’s polling numbers beginning to surpass McCormick only after the
endorsement. Still, Trump’s endorsement did not clear the field as the tightness
of the race indicates.

Graduated from Harvard
(BS) and University of
Pennsylvania (MD, MBA)

●

As The New Yorker put it, “In a state that generally elects workhorses, this race
was full of showhorses. The race was national in tone, dominated by multimillionaires who until recently lived elsewhere, and featuring celebrities.”

If elected, he would be the
first Muslim in the Senate.
He may have to explain
his voting in recent
Turkish elections.

●

Dr. Oz is best known for his TV show after rising to fame with help from Oprah.
Even though he has been criticized by fellow Republicans as a “Hollywood”
candidate, Dr. Oz may appeal to crucial suburbanite voters in Pittsburgh and
Philadelphia.

Mehmet Oz, MD (R)
Born in Cleveland in 1960
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2022 US SENATOR: Democratic nominee John Fetterman will takeon Republican nominee Mehmet Oz, MD. Pennsylvania’s 2022 Senate
race will likely end up being the most expensive in US history.

DEMOCRAT: John Fetterman bests Conor Lamb, 60-40%
Lieutenant Governor John Fetterman, 52, one of the most iconoclastic and unlikely
candidates ever, won the Democrat nomination, beating Pittsburgh-area
Congressman Conor Lamb by a vote of 60-40%. Last weekend, Fetterman suffered a
stroke that put him in the hospital for the campaign’s closing days and he will likely face
questions about his health going forward.

John Fetterman (D)
Born in 1969. He was
born in West Reading but
grew up in York.
Attended Albright
College, the University of
Connecticut and Harvard
University. He has spent
most of his life in
community service
(AmeriCorps, etc).

Fetterman ran for lieutenant governor in 2018 and won, serving for the past four
years with Gov. Tom Wolf (D). He’s used the job, which comes with limited power, to
advocate for marijuana legalization and criminal justice reform. The Philadelphia
Inquirer noted his isolation from the regular party organization – with only a few
Democratic office-holders who have endorsed his Senate race.
Still, Fetterman may help bring back white, rural, blue-collar voters to the Democratic
fold. For a decade, Pennsylvania Democrats have been hemorrhaging such voters.
Fetterman has also made himself a national Democratic spokesman and, in the
process, became a fundraising juggernaut. Fetterman first received national notice
during his time as mayor of Braddock, a small Rust Belt town (population 1,700)
outside Pittsburgh. In 2016, he ran for the Democratic nomination for Senate seat but
came in third behind Katie McGinty and Joe Sestak.
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2022 GOVERNOR: Democratic nominee Josh Shapiro will take-on
Republican nominee Doug Mastriano, testing the extent to which
Donald Trump’s brand of politics works in a crucial swing state.

REPUBLICAN: Mastriano win surprises state Republicans
In the biggest surprise of the election, state senator Doug Mastriano faced half dozen
other candidates and won with XX% of the vote. Mastriano drew national attention
for his efforts to overturn the results of Joe Biden’s win in the 2020 presidential
election and Mastriano’s presence at the January 6 rally that led to the Capitol attack.
Mastriano has made claims of election fraud a central plank of his bid to lead a state
that could be decisive in the 2024 presidential race.
Doug Mastriano (R)
A retired Army colonel from
rural Franklin County,
Mastriano was elected to
the state Senate in 2019,
his first elected office. He
gained prominence as an
opponent of Gov. Tom
Wolf's pandemic
restrictions, then promoted
theories of a stolen
election.

Mastriano won his nomination, spending only $400,000 on advertising when other
candidates were spending millions. (Former US Attorney Bill McSwain alone spent
close to $11M.) State Republican leaders now worry Mastriano will lead himself and
other Republican candidates to electoral defeat. National Journal reported last week
the Republican Governors Association (RGA) was unlikely to spend money to support
Mastriano in the general election. While popular with the state’s Trump supporters,
it’s hard to see Mastriano appealing to suburbanites in Pittsburgh and Philadelphia.
Four years ago, Republicans tried a similar candidate (Scott Wagner) and Democrat
Tom Wolf won 58%-40%. Still, 2022 is expected to be a Republican year and, in a 5050 state like Pennsylvania, anything is possible.
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2022 GOVERNOR: Democratic nominee Josh Shapiro will take-on
Republican nominee Doug Mastriano, testing the extent to which
Donald Trump’s brand of politics works in a crucial swing state.
DEMOCRAT: Josh Shapiro wins without serious challenge
Josh Shapiro faced no opposition in the Democratic primary and has been the de
facto Democratic gubernatorial candidate for months. He will now face the
controversial Republican Doug Mastriano in the general election (See previous page).

Josh Shapiro (D)
Shapiro was born in
1973. Shapiro lives
with his wife, Lori, and
their four children in
Abington/Willow
Grove. Shapiro is
Jewish and keeps
kosher. Graduate of
University of
Rochester (BA) and
Georgetown Law.

While Mastriano may seem too fringe for the general election, Shapiro and Democrats
recall the 2016 election when Donald Trump stunned Democrats by winning
Pennsylvania for Republicans for the first time in 28 years. Democrats understand
2022 is likely to be a Republican year and could sweep into power Republicans like
Mastriano who, in a less hostile climate, might seem unelectable.
Shapiro is currently serving his second term as state attorney general. He was first
elected as attorney general in 2016. He gained prominence when he released a grand
jury report on the Catholic Church's sex-abuse scandal. In 2019, he helped resolve a
fight between the UMPC health system and Highmark insurer, saying the deal helped
Pennsylvania patients get access to more hospitals.
Earlier in his career, Shapiro was chairman of the Montgomery County Board of
Commissioners and a state representative. He won his first legislative race in 2004.
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Why Yesterday’s Pennsylvania
Primary Election was so important
1.

2.

3.

The race to become Pennsylvania’s US Senator
could determine control of the evenly-divided
US Senate. The seat being vacated by Pat
Toomey, a Republican, is considered the
Democrats’ best hope for a pickup in November,
making the race crucial in the brawl for control
of the Senate, now split 50-50 with Vice
President Kamala Harris casting tiebreaking
votes.

5.

With an almost perfectly evenly-divided
electorate, Pennsylvania has become one of the
nation’s key political bellwethers which serves
as a possible indicator of broader trends.

6.

After years of being a reliable part of the
Democratic “blue wall,” Pennsylvania has now
become a perfect microcosm of the nation, with
its razor-thin election results.
In a “50-50” nation, Pennsylvania is the most
populous “50-50” state. One example:
Pennsylvania is now represented in the US
House by nine Democrats and nine
Republicans.

Pennsylvania is one of only four states that has
a Republican-majority state legislature and a
Democratic Governor. Pennsylvania is the only
one of these four states which has an open seat
for governor.
Pennsylvania has almost 13 million citizens,
making it the fifth-most populous state in the
United States and giving it 20 Electoral College
votes (that’s down from 32 votes in 1962).

Another example: In 2020, Joe Biden won the
state by 1.2%. In 2016, Donald Trump won the
state with 0.7%.
6.

Finally, the primary was a test of the continuing
influence of Donald Trump since he has
transformed the Republican party and considers
another run for the presidency in 2024.
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THE RED “T”

The first thing to know about Pennsylvania politics is
the “T” shape in its election results. That is,
Philadelphia in the East (with 6M people) and
Pittsburgh (with 2.3M) in the west are the Democratic
strongholds of the state, often delivering high
margins for the Democrats in statewide elections.

PENNSYLVANIA: PRESIDENTIAL POLITICS
For 24 years (1992-2016), Pennsylvania
consistently voted for Democratic presidential
candidates. Democrats counted on
Pennsylvania as part of the “Blue Wall” – along
with Michigan and Wisconsin. That all changed
in 2016, when Donald Trump beat Hillary
Clinton in all three states by less than 1% of the
vote. The fall of the Blue Wall catapulted Trump
to the White House.
In 2020, there was another close race with Joe
Biden beating Donald Trump by only 1.2%.
Close races look likely in the Keystone State for
the decade to come.

Like most states, Pennsylvania’s rural areas (with 4M
people) tend to be more conservative and support
Republicans. The swing counties are the affluent
suburbs surrounding Philadelphia and Pittsburg.
The resulting political map of Pennsylvania is
therefore a Republican red “T” in the center of the
state, with the Pittsburgh and Philadelphia areas a
strong blue.
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KEY POLITICAL INFORMATION
Population of State

12,900,000

Harrisburg (State Capital) MSA:

550,000

Philadelphia MSA :

6,100,000

Pittsburgh MSA:

2,300,000

PRESIDENTIAL RESULTS PENNSYLVANIA
DEM

REP

MARGIN

2020 – Biden won

50.0%

48.8%

1.2%

2016 – Trump won

48.2%

47.5%

0.7%

2012 – Obama won

52.0%

46.6%

5.4%

US CONGRESS - PENNSYLVANIA

Pennsylvania has almost 13 million citizens,
making it the fifth-most populous state in the
United States and giving it 20 Electoral College
votes (that’s down from 32 votes in 1962).

PENNSYLVANIA STATE-WIDE OFFICERS
DEM

REP

3

2

Including Governor

PENNSYLVANIA GENERAL ASSEMBLY

DEM

REP

US Senate

1

1

US House

9

9

DEM

REP

State House

90

113

State Senate

21

28
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Alliance for Recovery Care
Washington, D.C.

We are a Washingtonbased nonprofit,
nonpartisan trade
association, created
under IRC Section
501(c)(6).
We represent hospitals
and healthcare
providers who
specialize in “Recovery
Care,” that is, care
provided to patients
after a stay in an acute
care hospital. For this
reason, Medicare
regulations refer to this
as “Post-Acute Care.”

We welcome comments and suggestions from our readers. To learn more about us, please visit
www.recovery-care.org. If you have a press release you would like us to include, please email our
editor Rebekkah Johnson at rebekkah.johnson@recovery-care.org.
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